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The Players and Their Roles

ÅUS Environmental Protection Agency

ÅPA Department of Environmental Protection

ÅLancaster County Conservation District

ÅLancaster County Planning Commission

ÅWatershed Associations

ÅLocal Government



Improving Water Quality 
Needs Multiple Approaches

ÅWastewater

ÅNatural resources

ÅAgricultural practices 



Lancaster County
Growth Management Framework Map



Rural Strategy

ÅEstablish 

Designated Rural Areas

ÅReduce nonruraldevelopment 

outside of UGAs

ÅMaintain the viability of the 

rural economy



Long-Term Designations for            
Rural Resource Conservation

Natural AreasAgricultural Areas Rural Centers



Case Study: Eden Township



Agricultural Resources



Natural Resources



Existing Land Use



Eden Township Rural Area Designations  
(as per DRAFT Comprehensive Plan)



From Plan to Action

Agricultural Areas
Model Agricultural Zoning

Resource Protection Standards

Natural Areas
Model Conservation Zoning

Greenscapes Implementation

Rural Centers
Identification Guide

Wastewater Strategies

Rural Community Handbook



Now What?

ÅWater resources are central to most natural resource 
conservation efforts in rural Lancaster County.

ÁReduce sediment and nutrient runoff.

ÁRestore and enhance riparian corridors.

ÁMaintain mature woodlands.

ÁKeep wetlands functioning naturally.



Restore and Enhance
Riparian Corridors

Key Benefits:
ÅErosion and sediment protection
ÅPollution filtration
ÅStormwater absorption
ÅCover and shade for waterway
ÅFlora and fauna habitat

Approaches:
ÅMaintain existing native vegetation
ÅImprove quality of trees and plants
ÅRestrict incompatible activities
Å±ŀǊȅ ǿƛŘǘƘ ōȅ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻǊŘŜǊ όорΩ ƳƛƴΦύ



Maintain Mature Woodlands

Key Benefits:
ÅStormwater runoff reduction
ÅSoil stabilization
ÅGroundwater recharge
ÅFlora and fauna habitat

Approaches:
ÅRestrict all clearing of Interior Forests
ÅMaintain 100m buffer around Interior Forests
ÅReplant excessively removed trees (>25%)



Keep Wetlands Functioning Naturally

Key Benefits:
ÅWater quality improvement
ÅStormwater storage
ÅSurface water flow maintenance
ÅFlora and fauna habitat

Approaches:
ÅConserve natural vegetation buffer
ÅProhibit filling and regrading
ÅRestrict incompatible activities



Critical Land Conservation: An Essential Part of Water Quality 
Improvement



Wastewater Disposal and the
Rural Strategy

ÅWastewater disposal is a critical issue for the 
Rural Strategy because of:

ïThe role played by collection and disposal systems 
in shaping development patterns and;

ïThe environmental and planning implications of 
on-lot systems.



Wastewater Strategies for Rural Areas

Lancaster County Smart Growth Toolbox - Wastewater 
Strategies for Rural Areas

www.co.lancaster.pa.us/toolbox

ÅThe Lancaster Study of Municipal 
Wastewater Disposal Options 
Infrastructure Analysis Project

ÅGuidelines on Evaluating and 
Selecting Wastewater Management 
Strategies for Rural Areas 

http://www.co.lancaster.pa.us/toolbox/cwp/view.asp?a=3&Q=634826&PM=1
http://www.co.lancaster.pa.us/toolbox/cwp/view.asp?a=3&Q=634826&PM=1
http://www.co.lancaster.pa.us/toolbox/cwp/view.asp?a=3&Q=634826&PM=1
http://www.co.lancaster.pa.us/toolbox/cwp/view.asp?a=3&Q=634826&PM=1
http://www.co.lancaster.pa.us/toolbox/cwp/view.asp?a=3&Q=634826&PM=1


Preparing to Use This Tool

ÅDefine study area.

ÅIdentify and clarify growth management policies 
related to the area.

ÅAcquire base maps of the study area including the 
following features:

ÅParcel boundaries
ÅZoning districts
ÅWater bodies
ÅLand use, by tax parcel
ÅPreserved farms

ÅProject current and anticipated growth within the 
study area.
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Wrap Up and Questions


